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February 17, 2006

The Honorable John D. Negroponte
Director of National Intelligence
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Dir~te:

Since I joined the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence in 2001
and became Vice Chairman in 2003, I increasingly have been disturbed by
the amount of classified material that finds its way into the public realm.
This problem has been with us for as long as governments have tried to keep
secrets, but I have observed a marked acceleration of the practice in the last
five years.

As you well know, the disclosure of classified information does
serious damage to our intelligence programs and undermines our national
security. On this point, I am in agreement with sentiment expressed by
Porter Goss, the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), in his
February 10, 2006, op-ed in the New York Times. He accurately describes
many of the negative effects these revelations can have.

I am surprised and puzzled, however, that Director Goss chose to lay
the blame for this damage on what he describes as misguided
whistleblowers. Clearly "leaks" and damaging revelations of intelligence
sources and methods are generated primarily by Executive Branch officials
pushing a particular policy, and not by the rank-and-file employees of the
intelligence agencies.






