
In addit ion to the usa centers, we have many programs and services to provide our unique brand of 
support to our soldiers . We have sent more than 1.3 million Operation usa Care Packages to deployed 
troops and provided more than 2 million free phone cards via usa Operation Phone Home to help them 
stay connected with their loved ones at home. United Through Reading provides service members with a 
way to read a book to their children on video, have the video and book sent to the child , and have video 
of the child reading along with the parent's video sent back to the deployed parent. Operation Enduring 
Care provides a wide range of services specifically for wounded troops and their families to help them 
through the recuperation process. These services include lounge areas at military hospitals and medical 
facilities , duff le bags filled with clothing and toiletr ies for wounded troops coming directly from the 
battlefield, DVD players and movies, CDs, video games and other entertainment items that can be 
checked out, day trips to local sporting events and concerts, and emergency funding and grants programs 
to provide financial assistance for service members and their families to cover transportation, hotel and 
travel accommodations as they care for their loved ones. 

To support our troops deployed to remote , hard-to-reach sites, such as many of the fire bases in 
Afghanistan , we've recently developed a "uso in a box" program to bring a taste of home to those troops 
farthest removed from home. Based on input from these troops, we filled these kits with everything from 
toiletries and snacks to game tables , video game systems with a variety of games , DVDs, mp3 players, 
footballs , phone cards , and much more. Eleven of these USO-in-a-box kits have already gone to forward 
operat ing bases in the Persian Gulf. 

This is just a sample of the support the usa provides for Amer ica's 2.6 million troops and their families . 
What is especia lly remarkable is that we have a paid staff of only about 300 people worldwide and, 
therefore , it is our dedicated corps of more than 26,000 volunteers who make these programs and 
services possible. Because we rely on the generosity of the American people to fund these programs , we 
are truly a grassroots support effort for the nation's military. For the past 66 years , the usa has been the 
way to support the troops . 

If you really want to support America's service men and women and their fam ilies, please set the record 
straight (both on your show and with the AP) on the work the usa is doing right now on behalf of the 
nation's troops and encourage your viewers to support the USO. 

Log on to www.uso.org to find out how you can help. 


