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John McCain is often wrong but rarely in doubt.eview of his statements before and during the @urs
of the Irag war demonstrates that the senior senfatom Arizona has tried desperately to square the
facts on the ground with his theories of an “easi¢tory. As the course of reality has proven his
predictions wrong time and again, McCain has walflgrevaricated, and dissembled about his true
record. A review of the McCain’s bad judgment aaglfollows:

PRE-WAR ASSESSMENT: ‘We Will Win It Easily’

“You know, when you say it won't be difficult, whewer you send young Americans into harm’s way,
it's going to be difficult. And we will lose Ameran lives. So that said, | believe that it will &t nearly
as difficult as some allege.” [NBC, 9/22/02]

“Because | know that as successful as | believavilde, and | believe that the success will belyai
easy, we will still lose some American young memvomen.” [CNN,9/24/02]

“I think most Iragis would greet the removal of 8ath Hussein with relief and pleasure.” [CNN,
9/24/02]

“We're not going to get into house-to-house figgtin Baghdad. We may have to take out buildings, bu
we’re not going to have a bloodletting of tradingérican bodies for Iraqi bodies.” [CNN, 9/29/02]

“Our technology, particularly air-to-ground techogy, is vastly improved. ... | don’t think you're g
to have to see the scale of numbers of troopsateaaw, nor the length of the buildup, obvioughgttwe
had back in 1991.” [CNN, 12/9/02]

“If there is a success, and | predict there will that the countries in the region will breatheg ©f

relief because an individual who'’s invaded neigivigpcountries is out of power, and perhaps pedple a
over the Middle East will heave a sigh of reliefldrope because — and fell a sensation of hope becau
we will instill a democracy in Iraq.” [MSNBC, 1/223]

“But the point is that, one, we will win this corfl. We will win it easily.” [MSNBC, 1/22/03]

A product of ThinkProgress.org, the blog of the ©efor American Progress Action Fund 1
Access this document at: www.thinkprogress.org/mavaq



“It's going to send the message throughout the Midithst that democracy can take hold in the Middle
East.” [Fox News, 2/21/03]

“I have no qualms about our strategic plans. ..outiht we were very successful in Afghanistan.”
[Hartford Courant, 3/5/03]

“When the people of Iraq are liberated, we will iagaave written another chapter in the gloriousdnis
of the United States of America.” [Senate FI&J1,8/03

“Proponents of containment claim that Iraq is imox,” McCain said. “But it is a box with no lid, no
bottom, and whose sides are falling out. . . . @mment failed yesterday in Iraq. Containment fails
today. And containment will fail tomorrow. We woubé placing hope before experience to think
otherwise.” [Chicago Tribune, 2/14/03]

“I don’t think whether we invade Irag or not witduse] any diminution or increase in their zeal or
efficiency to orchestrate an attack on the UnitedeS.” [National Journal, 2/15/03]

MATTHEWS: Are you one of those who holds up an mtic view of the post-war scene? Do you
believe that the people of Iraqg or at least a lawgmber of them will treat us as liberators? MCCAIN
Absolutely. Absolutely. [MSNBC3/12/03

THE WAR BEGINS: ‘Iraqis Will Greet Us As Liberators ’
“I believe [Iragis] admire, respect and want to éateithe United States of America.” [CNBC, 3/19/03]
“But | believe, Katie, that the Iragi people willegt us as liberators.” [NBC, 3/20/03]

“I think it's unlikely house to house fighting inaghdad, but | don’t think there are many Iraqi skl
that would like to engage in that kind of activithNBC, 3/20/03]

MATTHEWS: Do you think it's working? Do you thinkeill shake them — shake them to the roots so
they will give up eventually and avoid a huge bloath of people?

MCCAIN: | don’t know how long they’ll hang out. ttoesn’t take a large number of people to cause
difficulties in house to house fighting we've js&ten that in southern Iraq. But there’s no doultyn
mind that we will prevail and there’s no doubt iy mind, once these people are gone, that we will be
welcomed as liberators. These guys are the reabgsland they’re telling everybody, we're going to
shoot you and so, of course, we're not being wetmboause they've got people that will kill thenthiéy
do. Once that’s done, I'm confident. [Hardb&l24/03

“I believe that these people have the same yeasriorgreedom and democracy and independence and
self-determination that every person on Earth daed,once this Gestapo is off of their backs, then
think you will see great joy and pleasure that vezenable to free them and that will not come uhgly

are sure that they don’t have Saddam Hussein ragaim.” [NBC, 3/30/03]

“I think we may have underestimated the hatred ttinatraqi people felt for this regime and, andrthe
desire for a democratic form of government andftinelamental liberties that we want all people to
enjoy. So | think it may not be as difficult as some, as some envisioned.” [ABC, 4/9/03]
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“There’s not a history of clashes that are violeetween Sunnis and Shiahs. So | think they cangtlgb
get along.” [MSNBC, 4/23/03]

“And the Shiites have been repressed and oppréssadong time. Some of this is a natural
manifestation of their ability to express themsslV§VISNBC, 4/23/03]

“And second of all, there was this belief that sbme the, quote, ‘Arab street’ would rise up and¢he
would be bloody demonstrations. None of those haggeAnd one of the reasons is because of the
rapidity of the victory.” [MSNBC, 4/23/03]

“I have said a long time that reconstruction ofjlveould be a long, long, difficult process. ... Baét
conflict, the major conflict is over ... The regimeange is accomplished.” [Fox News, 6/11/03]

“Their morale could not be higher. This is a missawcomplished. They know how much influence
Saddam Hussein had on the Iragi people, how muck difficult it made to get their cooperation.” [iEh
Week, ABC, 12/14/03]

MCCAIN BACKPEDALS: ‘I Never Believed It Was Going T o Be [Easy]’

“The difficulty, the job, the size of the challend®art of it is what you said, the Ba’athists, wiele
situation was underestimated by the administradiash frankly, the military, as well.” [Hardball,Z5/04]

“I think the initial phases of it were so spectacly successful that it took us all by surpris€B[S,
10/31/04]

“I think that one of the many mistakes that haverbmade is to inflate the expectations of the Aocaeri
people beginning three years ago that this wagggoilne some kind of day at the beach, and | never
believed it was going to be.” [NBC, 12/4/05]

“I do believe we were greeted as liberators in m@spects in many parts of Irag. We really were. |
remember the statue coming down and people bedegl firom prisons, etc. But it was not only overly
optimistic; it was wrong.” [NBC, 12/4/05]

“There was a gross misunderestimation of the chgdleve faced in the post-conflict aspect of Iraq.”
[NPR, 12/6/05]

“We never should have said ‘Mission Accomplished/f¢Cain told me. “We never should have said ‘a
few dead-enders.” We never should have said tases.’ Part of it is our own making, by creating
expectations which obviously didn’t come to fruitid[The Hill, 12/8/05]

MR. RUSSERT: Go back, Senator, to 2002 — the adstration saying we’'d be greeted as liberators,
John McCain saying that you thought success woelthioly easy.

SEN. MCCAIN: It was.

MR. RUSSERT: In all honesty, hasn't this...

SEN. MCCAIN: Well, it was easy. It was easy. | sael — a military operation would be easy. It was
easy. We were greeted as liberators. [Meet thesP1€E0/07]
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“I have been saying for 3 1/2 years that we wowdrbthis sad situation and this critical situatioe are
in today.” [South Carolina campaign st@s20/07

“For several years | and a number of others hameob@ed and complained and criticized and been
saddened as we've watched this train wreck in’lfe8enate Floor Speech on Casey Nomination

MCCAIN ON IRAQ WMD: ‘I Am Confident We Will Find Th ose Weapons’

“[Saddam Hussein] has developed stocks of germdaxials in sufficient quantities to kill the entire
population of the Earth multiple times. He has ptheveapons laden with these poisons on alerteafir
his neighbors within minutes, not hours, and hamlded authority to fire them to subordinates. He
develops nuclear weapons with which he would h@ddkighbors and us hostage.” [Press Release,

10/10/02

“Saddam Hussein is on a crash course to constnuatlaar weapon.” [Press Releas@/10/02

“I think that Blix’s report will be fairly definitve. But Mr. Blix has made a lot of reports over years,
and | think the judgment made by the United Statesmerica will-and the president of the United
States will prevail here.” [NBC, 2/12/03]

“I think we will find weapons of mass destructidrihink it's important that we do.” [MSNBC, 4/23/p3

COSBY: Are you frustrated that we haven't necegsémund weapons of mass destruction? We believe
some of these mobile labs were used for that, leubawen’t found the actual WMD?

MCCAIN: | think all of us are to some degree fraséd. But to my mind, the overthrow of Saddam
Hussein was justified by the evidence we have nosutithe brutality of his regime. | still believesilt
find weapons of mass destruction because theresavasich there in 1998, according to published
reports. But of course we are frustrated and tiwvesgammunition to people who opposed our
intervention in Irag. [Fox News, 5/31/03]

“I am confident we will find those weapons becausek, he had them in the 80s, when he used ihagai
his own people and others, he had them in 91 #feeGulf War, he had them in 98 — that was Presiden
Clinton s opinion and — as well as the inspectgigion. | am — | am confident that we will find the
weapons.” [ABC, 6/1/03]

“I'm satisfied that Saddam Hussein not only had peges of mass destruction, but if we hadn’t
overthrown him, he would have gone back to purstiegdevelopment of weapons of mass destruction.”
[CNN, 6/3/03] “I personally always believed thaeth was a chance of us finding weapons of mass
destruction. Iraq is the size of the state of Té&®x News, 3/31/04]

MATTHEWS: But you were quoted as saying that, efféinere hadn't been any WMD there, you still
think the war was worth it.

MCCAIN: | think we did the right thing, yes.

MATTHEWS: Even without a WMD case.

MCCAIN: Because — because | believe that Saddanséinsit is clear, had used weapons of mass
destruction. If he had remained in power, he wdalde attempted to acquire and use them. And the
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sanctions were not working and were breaking ddvine. status quo was not prevailing in Iraq, yes.
[MSNBC, 5/23/05]

“The fact is that anybody that says the PresidétiieUnited States is lying about weapons of mass
destruction is lying.” [Southern Republican LeatiggsConference3/10/04

DE-BAATHIFICATION: ‘We’ve Got To de-Baathize Iraq’ ... I'm ‘Optimistic They
Will Pass A Reverse de-Baathification Law’

“We’'ve got to de-Baathize Irag. We cannot allow tihé regime people to come in to restore law and
order. That would be a terrible betrayal of thejiggeople.” [Fox News, 4/10/03]

“Now we are succeeding militarily. On the groundrthis progress politically. There is the procdss o
reconciliation. I think - I’'m guardedly optimisttbat they will pass a reverse de-baathification law
through the Iragi government.” [This Week, 11/23/07

“In January, the Iraqi parliament passed the long#ed de-Baathification law that restores theikliigy
of thousands of former party members for governnudig lost because of their Baathist
affiliation...these significant achievements comepded with remaining challenges.” [Town Hall,

2/26/09

PRO-CHALABI: ‘JAhmed Chalabi] Is A Patriot’

MATTHEWS: Suppose [Saddam Hussein] thumbs his absis and says, “No way. I'm not letting those
guys in,” or he starts pussy footing around abbWhat do we do then? Do we — do you think anvacti
war is then appropriate, an American attack orkang of military campaign against him is appropeiat

at that point?

MCCAIN: No. | would support the Iraqgi National Caiegs. They have significant support, in my view,
within Irag. [MSNBC, 2/12/02]

“I would like to see support for the Iragi Natior@bngress and aid and assistance to elements libih w
and without — inside and outside of Iraq to accasfp! [CNN, 3/3/02]

“[Ahmed Chalabi] is a patriot who has the bestriests of his country at heart.” [Washington Post,
11/24/03]

VIETNAM: ‘Iraqg Is Not Vietnam’ ... ‘It Could Evolve | nto Vietham’

“I don’t believe that we would be in any confliaraparable to the Vietham War.” [CNN, 9/24/02]
“Comparisons with Vietnam are grossly overdrawhB[C, 10/19/03]

“Iraqg is not Vietnam,” McCain said. But Vietnam dsl“cautionary lessons.” [Newsweek, 11/17/03]

“We lost in Vietnam because we lost the will tohfigbecause we did not understand the nature ofiéine
we were fighting, and because we limited the tablsur disposal.” [Newsweek, 11/17/03]
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“It could evolve into Vietnam if we lose completdhe support of the people.” [Charlie Rose, 4/19/04

“We were able to walk away from Vietnam. If we wallWway from Iraqg, we’ll be back — possibly in a
context of a wider war in the world’s most volatitgion.” [ABC, 11/12/06]

EVOLVING VIEW OF DICK CHENEY: ‘One Of The Most Capa ble Vice Presidents’
... Bush Was ‘Very Badly Served’ By Cheney

“As Vice President Cheney has said of those whaeatgat containment and deterrence are working, the
argument comes down to this: Yes, Saddam is asedang as we say he is.” [Center for Strategic and
International Studies, 2/13/03]

“I think that Dick Cheney is a totally, completdhyorough, honest man. A man of integrity.
Unimpeachable integrity, in my view. And I've knovwam for more than 20 years.” [MSNBC, 10/15/03]

[On Cheney, at campaign rally for Bush in 2004héof the most capable, experienced, intelligedt an
steady vice presidents this country has ever hadiopting one of the central selling points of thesB
campaign, McCain said that Cheney “is, in effeeputy commander in chief in the greatest test of ou
generation . . . this long, tough fight to vanquisiernational terrorism.” [Washington Post, 7/144/0

MR. GREGORY: Do you, do you have confidence inghesident and his national security team to lead
the war at this stage?

SEN. McCAIN: | do. | do. I have confidence in theegident and | believe that he is well aware of the
severity of the situation. [MTR8/20/064

“The president listened too much to the Vice Presid . . Of course, the president bears the uléma
responsibility, but he was very badly served byhlibe Vice President and, most of all, the Secyetér
Defense.” [Politico,1/24/07

EVOLVING VIEW OF RUMSFELD: ‘He’s Done A Fine Job’ ... ‘One Of The Worst
Secretaries Of Defense In History’

“| believe he’s [Rumsfeld] done a fine job ... Hels laonorable man.” [Fox News, 5/12/04]

AUDIENCE: My name is Sabah Elbardisi (sp) with Akz&era TV. Senator, Mr. Gephardt spoke on
Sunday and said that Mr. Rumsfeld is not doing@dgob, and he stopped short of calling for his
resignation. He also said that the presidents ddaawve the responsibilities for their subordinate®
you also calling for his resignation? Or what ape galling for?

McCAIN: No. | think there are certain things thaippen with the elections; a president to selectdaim
is certainly a part of that. | certainly would ramtvocate that. [The Council on Foreign Relations,

11/05/03

Asked about his confidence in the secretary’s lesde, McCalin recalled fielding a similar quest@an
couple weeks ago. “I said no. My answer is still o confidence,” McCain said [MSNBQ2/15/04

A product of ThinkProgress.org, the blog of the ©efor American Progress Action Fund 6
Access this document at: www.thinkprogress.org/mavaq



McCain, speaking to The Associated Press in an-lomgy interview Monday, said his comments were
not a call for Rumsfeld’s resignation, explainihgt President Bush “can have the team that he wants
around him.” [MSNBC12/15/04

“But the president has the right and earned th& ag the president of the United States to apent
team—and he has confidence in Secretary Rumsfelidl. dontinue to work with Secretary Rumsfeld as
much as | can as long as he is secretary of Def&viednave to, because we need to win this war.8{Ea
Valley Tribune 4/15/04

“I think that Donald Rumsfeld will go down in histoas one of the worst secretaries of defense in
history.” [MSNBC,2/19/07

“I'm the only one that said that Rumsfeld had to’Bepublican Presidential Debatg30/09

“He did not call for his resignation,” said the qaaugn’s Brian Rogers. “He always said that’s the
president’s prerogative.” [The Trai/13/0§

LENGTH OF CONFLICT: ‘The End Is Very Much In Sight’

“I think the victory will be rapid, within about tee weeks because | think Saddam Hussein is veailt.we
And then | think you will find out more about thesapabilities that we’ve been unable to uncover
through the inspectors.” [MSNBC, 1/28/03]

“I believe that this conflict is still going to relatively short.” [NBC, 3/30/03]
“It's clear that the end is very much in sight."B&, 4/9/03]

“Obviously we’re going to be in Iraq a lot long&iah many had anticipated to start with. | thought i
would be appropriate for us to find out the costdhe war, find out what these are and find out itha
additional homeland security expenses are.” [CNBE3/03]

“We'll still be there for security purposes. Listeny friend, we're going to be there for five ox gears.
A little straight talk. We’re going. We're going t@ave to be there for quite a while.” [HardbalR2/04]

“Let’s have some straight talk. Militarily, we’lldothere for years.” [Charlie Rose, 4/19/04]

“Because if you accept the reality that we’re gdiadpe there for a long time — which, by the waynot
terrible if you keep the casualties down. We'verbeeKosovo. We've been in Bosnia. We've been in
South Korea for more than 50 years.” [Fox News9@)/4]

O’BRIEN: How much time will you give it?

MCCAIN: I'm not sure — | think one of the bad thmgbout this, people are expecting immediate
reaction. I'm sorry to tell you that | think casti@ may go up in the short run, because they’negyim

go into some tough neighborhoods. It's going t@beimber of months, perhaps before the end of this
year, before we see some real signs of successthiend’m not sure how quick we can withdraw. [CNN,
1/24/07]
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ROSE: Do you think that this — Korea, South Koram analogy of where Iraq might be, not in terins o
their economic success but in terms of an Amenmasence over the next, say, 20, 25 years, thatilive
have a significant amount of troops there?

MCCAIN: | don't think so.

ROSE: Even if there are no casualties?

MCCAIN: No. But | can see an American presenceafarhile. But eventually | think because of the
nature of the society in Iragq and the religiousea$p of it that America eventually withdraws. [Crear
Rose, 11/27/07]

Q: President Bush has talked about our stayinga for 50 years — (cut off by McCain)

MCCAIN: Make it a hundred.

Q: Is that ... (cut off)

MCCAIN: We've been in South Korea ... we've beenapdn for 60 years. We've been in South Korea
50 years or so. That would be fine with me. As lasgAmericans ...

Q: [tries to say something]

MCCAIN: As long as Americans are not being injucecharmed or wounded or killed. That’s fine with
me, | hope that would be fine with you, if we mainta presence in a very volatile part of the world
where Al Queada is training and equipping and igngiand motivating people every single day.
[Mother Jones1/03/08

“So, what | want to do today is take a little tinoedescribe what | would hope to have achievetatend
of my first term as President...By January 2013, Aoaehas welcomed home most of the servicemen
and women who have sacrificed terribly so that Ao@gemight be secure in her freedom. The Iraqg War
has been won.” [The Hotlin&/15/09

“You set a date for withdrawal, you set a datedefeat,” McCain said. “You tell the bad guys, ‘Hang
we are leaving’ on a certain date.” [The TribuB&,6/07

STAY THE COURSE: ‘We Cannot Leave Iraq’
“I was heartened to hear the President say thatameot cut and run in Irag.” [Press Reledd¢5/03

“To announce withdrawals when the number of attariddeaths of American military are going up is
not reasonable or logical,” Mr. McCain said in aterview. “If the American military can’t do it, ¢ém
certainly half-trained Iragis cannot.” [NY Timesl/14/03]

“I'm confident we’re on the right course. I'm codént that this is a very difficult and imperfecopess,
bringing democracy to countries that have nevemkndemocracy, fraught with secular differences as
well as ethnic differences. It's very, very difflcuBut | am confident that an imperfect democracwhat
we’ll get out of Iraq will be vastly superior to whthe people of Iraq had prior to this.” [ABC News
3/7/04]

“Is it the time to panic, to cut and run? Absolytebt.” [CNBC, 4/7/04]

“We have no choice but to win. We could leave Vagim We could leave Somalia. We could leave
Beirut. We cannot leave Iraq.” [CNBC, 4/7/04]

“Leaving is not an option.” [Charlie Rose, 4/19/04]
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“We should be together united trying to work owoamon policy on how we can address Iraqg.
Senator Kerry and the president say we have totstagourse. We have to stay the course. How do we
do that best.” [CNN, 4/28/04]

“If we fall, if we cut and run, the results can disastrous. We risk all-out civil war.” [CNNFN, 2/D4]

“And we cannot cut-and-run. And I'm glad that 58qant of the American people believe that we should
stay the course, as well.” [Fox, 6/28/05]

“And what the president did tonight is the most artpnt thing. He laid out an articulate vision for
victory in Irag and why we need to stay the courfdeox, 6/28/05]

“I think the situation on the ground is going toprave,” he says. “I do think that progress is bemmage
in a lot of Irag. Overall, | think a year from nowg will have made a fair amount of progress ifskaey
the course. If | thought we weren’t making progrd'ssbe despondent.” [The Hill, 12/8/05]

The idea of removing U.S. troops from Iraq, onlystation them nearby, seems pointless. “To do what?
McCain asks. “I know of no military strategist wivould tell you that that kind of arrangement would
work.” [The Hill, 12/8/05]

COOPER: There seems to be so much focus now onrdyaewn troop levels in Iraq, even by the
president. He made a point tonight in the speegimgayou know, that’s going to be done based on
military necessity not on domestic politics. Bug¢ @lomestic policies driving military strategy rigiaw
in Irag?

MCCAIN: | don't believe so. | think the presideststaying the course. And | do believe that heedtat
very clearly when he said troop withdrawals woutddictated by conditions on the ground. [CNN,
1/31/06]

Senior Strategist John Weaver: “It is stay-the-seuno matter what. And if it dooms McCain, sotde i
[Kansas City Star, 4/23/06]

“Most of the Americans, when you're asked, “Do yeant to set a date for withdrawal,” say no. Of
course they're frustrated. All of us are frustratixke expressed my frustrations to you this mogniBut
they are not ready to face the consequences afédiy setting a date certain for withdrawal, and |
believe that, that they are largely, although fatsid, recognize the consequences of failure.” [MTP

8/20/04

“Americans are really kind of schizophrenic abdus issue. ... They're frustrated, and they wantous t
get out, but if we ask the American people if wewdt set a certain date or a calendar, they agitbe w

the president, and with me, and with Dan, thatnscgpe for disaster. We have to have conditionthen

ground that indicate we can withdraw.” [New Yorkn$8/10/04

“I hate to use the phrase — ’'stay the course,llmuuld rather use ‘prevail’ in Iraq, bring about a
democracy, and a free society. [CB&4/09

“Well, | think maybe | could call it McCain princi@ that when | vote to send young Americans into
harm’s way and to carry out a mission that I'm catted to seeing that mission through. And to se th
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it succeeds. | don’t know what my other colleagtin@sk when they also vote to send young Americans
into harm’s way but | feel it's a great responsipif ["Face the Nation,” CBS News, 1/14/07]

“When | sign up, when | raise my hand and voteddawar, that | want to see the completion of the
mission.” [Washington Post, 1/13/07]

SUCCESS IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER: ‘We’re At A Cri tical Juncture’

“In the next few days, we're at a critical junctutieough. If the war gets extended out, | think’'{aee
criticism rise. If it goes well, you'll see it digpear.” [LA Times, 4/2/03]

“What happens in the next few months? Time is mobwr side. People in 125-degree heat with no
electricity and no fuel are going to become angrg big hurry. The sophistication of the attackdJo8.
and allied troops have increased. And what we dbhamext several months will determine whether
we’re in a very difficult situation or not, and tieés still time, but we’ve got to act quickly.” [M¢ the
Press, 10/24/03]

“If we do not meaningfully improve services andws#y in Iraq over the next few months, it may be t
late.” [Press Releas#0/1/03

“l think the next three to six months will deterraihow long we remain in Iraq.” [Boston Globe on CFR
Speech, 11/6/03]

“We've got to get this issue resolved to the satisbn of the American people so that we can fadus
our attention on the enormous crisis that existsag today. We are in a very critical time.” [NPR,
5/7/04]

O’BRIEN: With the recent spate of violence, incloglitwo U.S. soldiers who were killed yesterdaynn a
ambush, three Iraqgis as you well know also kiltee,beheading that we've been talking about in &sq
well, do you think the violence there is gettingraes?

MCCAIN: | think it's probably going to escalate leten now and the 30th and perhaps for a period
afterwards. The terrorists know that this is a v@riical time. If they can prevent a handoverlod t
government from the United States military to thésji government they will have achieved great sasc
and there’s a lot at stake here in the next fewka/el NN, 6/23/04

“I believe that Iragi families want better lives finemselves. | think they yearn for freedom and
democracy. And I'm very optimistic, guardedly opisiic that the Iragi people sooner rather tharrlate
will start responding to these terrorists and thathat they are, and the window now over the neatto
three months is a critical time.” [CNN, 6/29/04]

“The next six months to a year are critical.” [A?28/06]

“I think that we're in a pretty crucial phase.” [N\IB 3/17/06]

MR. GREGORY: You agree this is a critical momentrag? SEN. McCAIN: | agree it’s a critical time,
yes. [MTP,8/20/04
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“I think that, first of all, things are very serigthere. And to say otherwise | don’t think woukldn
accurate depiction of events, and this is a vaticaltime.” [CBS,10/19/04

“If you talk to most military experts, we’re in aitical and crucial time. We're either going to éothis
thing or win this thing within the next several nes\” [MTP, 11/12/06

MCCAIN TURNS HIS SIGHTS ON IRAN: Iranian Operatives ‘Taking al-Qaeda Into
lran’

“As you know, there are al Qaeda operatives thataen back into Iran, given training as leadansl,
they're moving back into Iraq.” [Hugh Hewi/17/0§

Speaking to reporters in Amman, the Jordanian agitcCain said he and two Senate colleagues
traveling with him continue to be concerned aboamibn operatives “taking al-Qaeda into Iran, iragn
them and sending them back.” [Washington P2/413/08

MCCAIN: Do you still view al Qaeda in Iraq as a majhreat?

PETRAEUS: It is still a major threat, though itcisrtainly not as major a threat as it was say 16ths
ago.

MCCAIN: Certainly not an obscure sect of the Shsibverall?

PETREAUS: No.

MCCAIN: Or Sunnis or anybody else. [Senate For&ghations Committee Hearing/8/03
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